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GLEAMING: The historic Walter E. Peele/Dixie water treatment on State Road 7 recently recefved a §1.5
millicn restoration. The plant provides 20 percent of the water for residents in the Fort Lauderdale area,
At left, old controls at the plant are still aperational. Some hav been in use since 1926, sul phownstan Ssber
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percent of water to residents in the
Fort Lauderdale area, badly
needed structural repairs as.of
June 1998, when the city began the
renovation project.

Work focused on preserving the
plant’s unigque history and
architecture as much as it did on
structural improvements, Kisela
said

‘['We] wanted topreserve that

| portion of the city's history," Kisela
| said. In 1875, the American Water

Waorks Association designated the
Peele/Dixie plant as a landmark.
Over the years, the plant has been
home to high school proms,
cocktall parties and even a few
weddings,

Designed in 1926 by Fort
Lauderdale architect Francis
Abreau, the plant’s high
Mediterranean ceilings, archways

The arch arcund the front door,
along with others on windows and
doars, were hand painted to look
like marble during the renovation.
The building’s stucco and tile floors
were also redone.

The walls in the plant's entry are
hung with pertraits of old plant
managers and employees,
Including an oll painting of Walter
E. Peele, the utility complex's
namesake who helped design the
plant. Plaques also commemorate
events in the plant’s long histary.

“Now Iook at it as the diamond
in the rough,” Plant Manager Joe
Mackey said.

Along with aesthetics, the
working environment was
improved by structural changes.

“The guys here were under
tough conditions,” Mackey said. He
said the roof used to Jeak so much
that he needed to bring an umbrella
to his office on rainy days.

Now the plant has a new roof, a
lightning protection system, a bird
deterrent system and new windows

and tile floors attracted many and doors. All of these changes
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